Second Quarter School Calendar

November 8- Retake Picture Day

November 9-13- Scholastic Book Fair

November 11- no school- Veteran’s Day
November 13- Fall Festival

November 18- KPEC GAMEWORKS

November 19- KPEC Bingo 3-5pm (LS)

November 20-Fall Festival Rain Day

November 23- No Aftercare

November 24-26- NO SCHOOL- Thanksgiving Break
November 27- KPEC High School Bowling Party
December 10-Winterfest Arts and Crafts
December 14-16 - Lower School/ High School Finals Week
December 17- Last Day of Classes- NO AFTERCARE

December 20-January 3- No School- Winter Break

January 7- Graduation Pictures for 5™, 8", and 12" Grade
Students

January 17- No school- Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
January 21- No school- Parent/Teacher Conferences

January 22- End of Second Quarter

1* Quarter Student Birthdays
Paityn H. — September 9
Ryan F. — September 13
Darren C. — September 14
Sean S. — September 16
Diane O. — September 18
Jonathan O. — September 23
Noah R. — September 23
Tyler L. — September 25
Brandon R. — September 25
Ali P. — September 28

Jesse H. — September 30
Jordan S. — September 30
Sara H. — October 2
Samantha R. — October 3
Harrison O. — October 3
Giles W. — October 4

Diego P. — October 6
Kentron M. — October 8
Steven R. — October 9
Phoenix O. — October 9
Myco R. — October 17

Brandon W. — October 18




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Congratulations to Room 10 for winning the first round of the "Box Tops Competition.”

The "Read n Ride" Contest is now through November 19. See our website for more
information!

If you would like your child to receive a flu shot, the Broward Health Department will be at
Kentwood, Monday, November 8.

We will be having our annual Thanksgiving Luncheon & Festival on Tuesday, November 23,
2010!

New feature to Kentwood: If you would like to place an ad in our quarterly newsletter to promote your
business or to send a specialized message to your child, contact Ms. Hartman at (954) 581 8222.

Welcome to Kentwood!
We would like to give a warm welcome to all of Kentwood’s new students! Welcome
back to all our returning families. We are looking forward to a great year at
Kentwood!

PE with Mr. Nelson

Physical Education has had a
wonderful start. Each day, the
students have been motivated to
participate. My P.E. students have
taken on the responsibility of
participating and have shown effort
in all activities: dodge ball, kick ball,
and of course the obstacle courses. |
am very impressed to see the energy
level that the students display in P.E.
Keep up the great work!




Middle School Science

Hello and welcome to Science at the new
Eastham Campus. | am very excited about
working at Kentwood and look forward to
a great year. The middle school students
began the year learning the Scientific Method
by doing an M & M Lab. They loved trying to
figure out the number of M & M’s for each
color. After completing the lab, they then
applied the information they attained to study
the different parts of the Scientific Method.
Students learned lab safety rules and created
posters to illustrate the different rules.
Afterward, students learned about the lab
Equipment that is used in science like fire
extinguishers, eyewash, fire blankets, test
tubes, microscopes, Petri dishes, scales and
weights, beakers, thermometers and much
more. We are learning how to convert
measurements using the Metric System. Over
the next several weeks, we will be learning
about famous scientists and the Skeletal

System (just in time for Halloween). Look for

a big skeleton model to come home with
your child!
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Science with Mrs. Mayhew

High School Science
Hello and welcome to High School

Biology and Chemistry. | am very excited
to be working at Kentwood and look
forward to a great year. For the past
several weeks, the students worked on a
Plant Fertilizer Lab to study the Scientific
Method and wrote a Lab Report explaining
their results. The lab took about 3 % weeks
to complete and was a great success even
though some of our plants did not survive.
We all learned a great lesson—READ
DIRECTIONS!!! They have studied some
famous scientists, reviewed different kinds
of measurement, learned lab safety rules,
and different lab equipment. In the next
several weeks, Biology students will begin
studying cells and their organelles;
Chemistry students will begin studying
states of matter and atoms.

Mrs. Mayhew




A View of Ms. U. s Cl asses

COGMOTICS- test your own cognitive thinking
September’s riddle-

How much earth is there in a hole
2 yardswide by

2 yards long by

2 yards deep?

October’s riddle-

A clever but idle mathematician was watching his wife pick apples when he thought up this riddle.

His wife started picking apples at 7:00amd was using a 2 quart basket. He noticed that the nemb

of apples doubled in her basket every minute and it was full at precisely 12 noon. At what time was the
basket half full?

ART-

The 7" and 8" graders created abstract pictures that represented their interests —
Can you guess which students these pictures represent?




The middle and high school art students learned a bit more about the negative and positive parts of life
or more directly the negative and positives shapes of art. Can you see the positive in everything.......the
art students can.
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Endurance sports

The endurance sports enrichment is off to a
fantastic start! After an extensive warm-up
including sprints, high knees and much more,
the athletes stretch their muscles before the
game. Teams are then divided up and let the
competition begin! Anywhere from kick-ball to
flag football, the heat is always on! Of course,
there’s always a few minutes for water breaks.
After all the running, throwing, passing, and

kicking, the tired athletes must stretch once more
and do a final cool-down. The students always have
a great time, especially since Coach Nelson is such

a fierce opponent! -Ms. D

Chorus

Chorus is off to a great start! The students are working very hard learning how to sing in harmony. What
beautiful voices our students have! It makes me proud every time | hear them sing. The students are
also working hard on their individual songs and we can't wait for them to share their talent with the
Kentwood families. -Mrs. Flores




Art Enrichment

Art Enrichment students have boosted their creativity and thinking processes while producing beautiful
abstract pieces of work this quarter. Students of all ages have created impressive work! From tissue
paper pop-out designs to shading landscape scenes, students have been exposed to a wide variety of

artistic methods. As the year goes on, we hope to make even more dynamic and explosive projects in
Art Club!

Flag Football

Flag Football is very energetic and full of motivated athletes this quarter. We have had a great
time practicing our moves while dodging our opponents. We have a very fast bunch of players,
and the competition is great! Watch us in action on Friday after school at the lower campus.




Fitness

Fitness is off to an active start! Students head to the high school campus every Tuesday, where they
then prepare for their trip to Betty Booth Park. It can be compared to a shortened version of Young
Adult Camp. The students take part in various conditioning activities and end with an organized sport. So
far, the students have enjoyed basketball, kickball, and always a favorite dodge ball. As the weather

cools down, we are looking forward to more intense sports! -Ms. Bigos

Environmental Club: You & Your Environment

Do you want to make the earth a cleaner place to live? How can you help to protect the air, water, and

land? Please come and join Kentwood Environmental Club! Our project is to make Kentwood beautiful.
We have cleared a patch of ground behind Room 1 and will start our own vegetable garden. We intend
to plant carrots, radishes, tomatoes, lettuce and herbs. We would gladly accept donations of garden

tools and supplies. We meet every Tuesday afternoon. See you there!




Yearbook Enrichment

Enrichment!

Tae Kwan Do

We have been learning how to

live our lives by the 3 rules of

martial arts:
1. Discipline
2. Self Control

3. Respect for ourselves and others.

We have been stretching and

training our muscles, not only to

make them stronger, but to also have

muscle memory to be able to

defend ourselves against dangerous

people.

-Mrs. Espinosa

The first quarter of Yearbook started off
with a bang! We have so many students
that are eager in making this year’s year-
book a success. The students

have jumped right into taking pictures,
uploading pictures, while getting familiar
with the software. We can’t wait to see
what the final product is going to look

like. Thank you so much for all of your
hard work that you have put into Yearbook
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-Ms. Nathan and Ms. Dillon

Boards/ Puzzles

Do you like to play board games or do puzzles? If you
do, the Board Game/Puzzles Enrichment might be the
spot for you. We meet Wednesday afternoons from

3:30-5:30 pm. We have been having lots of fun playing
games such as Trouble, Mancala, Battleship, Rummikub,
Jenga, as well as puzzles. Taylor and Dominic taught me
how to play Rummikub -a game that | have wanted to
learn for a long time. It is a great time to relax and enjoy
playing games!!! We even played Pin the Tail on the
Donkey. | hope you will come and join us. | would love
to challenge someone to a game of Rummikub,
Monopoly, or even Scrabble...

-Mrs. Mayhew




Scholarly Spotlight

The Scholarly Student Spotlight goes to a student from each class who exceeds academic

expectations and consistently produces excellent work. This student participates and shows
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outstanding effort in all classes. Congratulations!

Rm. 1- Elijah G.

Elijah is very creative and

enjoys writing, drawing and solving
math problems. He has an amazing
art portfolio!

Rm. 3- Tessa L.

Congratulations, Tessa, on all your
academic achievements this
quarter! Keep up the good work!

Room B -Hadrian M.
Congratulations, Hadrian, for all your
hard work. Way to go!

Rm. 8- Jordan S.

Jordan has shown academic
excellence during the first quarter.
He is receiving A’s in every subject!
Keep up the great work!

Room 12- Elliot W.

Elliot has worked diligently on his
academic work this quarter. He has
really impressed the class with his
intellect. Outstanding work, Elliot!

Rm. 9- Tamia H.

Tamia is motivated and is doing
very well in all academic areas. We
are very proud to be her teachers!

Room 2- Pablo R.

Pablo has does a great job in
class! He was elected as the
class representative this
quarter! Great work, Pablo!

Rm. 11- KJ P.

KJ has excelled in all subjects
and has been a role model for
his classmates. He is a great
participant and pays attention
in every class! He memorizes all
his material, which is a great
help to the teacher! Well done,

AR ecognitioy,

Anthony is enthusiastic

A ,;% Rm. 10- Anthony W.

about work and is timely,
thorough, and accurate
with his assignments. He is
reliable and organized. He
is a joy to have in class!




Service Spotlight
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Rm. 1- Damien C. 3 il ; I i :
Damien is a model i % b Rm. 3- Jianna L.
student. He has won - . Jiannais a
the Golden BIC W Rn.1. 11- Michael B. wonderful helper.
award four times!  — | Michael always T— Thank you for all
puts forth ]
your hard work!
excellent effort in

academics. He
Rm. 9- Elisa E. Rm. 10- Michelle G.

really cares about

Michelle is always eager to help other
students. She helps Mrs. Territo tidy up the
classroom, pass out supplies, and assist

Elisa is kind and helpful with all her
teachers and peers. She helps throughout
the school and brings sunshine to
Kentwood with her beautiful smile!

his work. Heis a
student leader

who always helps
when necessary. Thank you, Michelle!

his classmates.

The Student Service Spotlight goes to a student from each class
who is a role model by using service as a form of leadership.
Students are helpful to teachers, classmates, and staff
members on a regular basis. We want to highlight these
students for their excellent work ethic and positive attitudes!

Rm. 12- Deborah W.
Deborah has really
impressed the staff

Rm. 8- Brandon S.
Brandon demonstrated
outstanding behavior this

quarter. He is a role model at Kentwood this
|
for his classmates and he is a ‘ quarter! She has
pleasure to have in class. been very helpful to
the front office,

elementary

classrooms, and

Rm. 2- Kennet M. Rm. B- Alexandra O. espeaal!y her
Kenny is our after snack helper. He Alexandra has great teacher in Rm. 12!
makes sure the umbrella court e e e, e

stays clean each day after snack. works very hard and is a

Great work this quarter! great helper!




Start of Kentwood Newsletter
By: Brandon R.

This is the first newsletter that the journalism class has done. We are excited to start
delivering news to the students and parents of Kentwood. This project is being lead by Ms.
Bigos and written by the journalism students. The students are, Brandon R., Blaze O., Jordan
M., Josh K., Sean S., Leondre T., Daniel N., Gina K., David P., and Jacob B. These students
promise to deliver both interesting and informative news to the Kentwood students. We are
going to cover many topics. These may range from entertainment to politics, but can also
include opinions, Q&A, and “Lion’s Roar”; which is a humorous article about what gets on
peoples nerves! The reason why we chose this as a class is because a newsletter can be a fun
and interesting way to practice Journalism while still getting high school credit for it. If you

would like to suggest a new addition to the newsletter, then please write us a letter explaining
what should be added and why you would like it to be added.




Dear Glen,

My phone keeps getting
taken away! They keep
telling me | can’t use
electronics, not even my
prototype RC Planes!

-Zero

Dear Zero,

Electronics like Phones, DSs,
Ipods, even RC Planes can
get taken away because they
are not allowed on campus.
Mr. Baier said it at the
beginning of the year. If you
keep using your
technological devices during
school hours, it will be taken
away. They can even sell it
on Ebay, but you can buy it
back at 50% off. You
wouldn’t want to buy your
own item again, right?

-Glen

Dear Glen,
Why can’t we chew gum?

- Paul Sindacco

DEARGLENQ & A

Dear Paul Sindacco,

We can’t chew gum here,
because it’s against the rules.
Chewing gum can cause
disruptions in classes, icky
gooey germs under the table,
and other problems. If you
are caught chewing gum, you
will receive a S50 fine, and
will have to scrape gum off
the table in club. Careful,
buddy, and don’t chew gum.
No, not even the kind that
doesn’t create bubbles.

-Glen

Dear Glen,

What’s the difference
between Makeup Club, and
Behavior Club?

-Ken Rosenberg

Dear Ken Rosenberg,

Behavior Club is when you
did something to disrupt the
class, or just had bad
behavior. You'll have to
attend clubs, until 5:00 or
even 10:00 p.m. Makeup
Club is just for catching up on
work. You can leave when
you finish!

-Glen

Dear Glen,

Why do the lower school
students have rewards once
a week, but high school
students only get it once a
month?

-Ricardo Diaz

Dear Ricardo Diaz,

Well, reward day is a very
popular day! Lower School
students have rewards once
a week because they don’t
need as many educational
days as the high schools
students.

-Glen

Dear Glen,

| want to be on student
government. How do | get
in?

- Lance Vance
Dear Lance Vance,

Student Government is a big
responsibility. Are you sure
you’re qualified enough?
Well, | apologize for saying
this, but it is too late for
student government at this
point. You see, a few weeks
ago we had our election, and
we already have our winners.



Brandon is president, Ericka
is vice president, Zack is the
senior representative, Leland
is the junior Representative,
Sean is the sophomore
representative, Patricio is the
freshman Representative,
Diane is secretary, and Jacob
is treasurer. Sorry, but I’'m
sure you'll have better luck
next year!

- Glen
Dear Glen,

Why did Mr. Baier say we
can’t share our food?

-Phil Cassidy

Dear Phil Cassidy,

Yes, Mr. Baier said we can’t
share food here. There are a
few reasons. First, you may
give your food to someone,
but they may promise to give
you something back and
forget their promise.
Another reason is that the
food maybe poisonous, or
you may be allergic to it.
Also, the food may have
dropped on the floor or the
trash can without you

realizing. Your friend might
have put it in their mouth
already. Believe me, there
are many reasons why you
can’t share food here.

-Glen

Dear Glen,

There’s something in the
vending machine that |
would really want to see:
Flaming Hot Cheetos! | do
not see it in there. How can |
request it?

-Louise Williams

Dear Louise Williams,

So, you want those Flaming
Hot Cheetos huh? If you
want to request a new snack
for the vending machines,
then you should request it to
your class representative.
They will do everything they
can.

-Glen

Dear Glen,
Why can’t | eat in class?

-Jane Hopper

Dear Jane Hopper,

There are many reasons why
you can’t eat in class. You'll
make a mess on the table,
and everywhere else!
Second, the crunching and
slurping noises are pretty
loud!

-Glen
Dear Glen,

Why are some of the
websites blocked?

-Juan Cortez

Dear Juan Cortez,

Some websites are blocked
because some sites might be
inappropriate or cause
viruses in computers. There
might be other reasons too.
Just ask Mr. Kohser for any
other information. There are
still many other fun websites
to go on!

-Glen



Bus fleet interviews

By: Blaze O. Sharing a huge No-No at the HS

Leondre T.

Recently, the high school adopted the “no sharing rule” from the lower

campus. This means that the students are not allowed to share their
snacks or lunches anymore. This is a huge change since many of the
students used to bring in a bunch of things to share-buffet style- at
lunch.

With the new buses on the

Kentwood transportation, |
thought it would be a great idea to

provide feedback about the buses. | feel the “no sharing” rule is unnecessary because high school students

The new dark blue and white buses are old enough to know what they are allergic to and what they can and
cannot eat. | think this rule needs to be amended in the high school. We

want to go back to the time where sharing a bag of popcorn was cool.

are a huge upgrade from the 15
passenger vans back in the 2009
school year. The students enjoy

taking them to and from the
Eastham Campus. From what the Biology
students have told me the buses y By: Daniel L.

are simple amazing. Now the
There are three science classes the

high school offers, Earth Space
Science, Biology, and Chemistry. |

mornings seem to go by smoothly.
| recently interviewed Ryan F. on

his perspective on the new buses: il b femusing em e Folomy

“They have more room, they are
easier to get inside and you don’t
really have to climb on top of each
other in order to get into your
assigned seat. Also, there is more
entertainment for your enjoyment.
| would highly recommend it.”

class in this article. Biology takes
place at the new Eastham campus
and is taught by Mrs. Mayhew. In
the class, the students are leaning
about the scientific method and
the different types of scientists.
They even started their first lab!
The students are watching
tadpoles grow into frogs. This
process should take about 10
weeks. The biology students are
having fun with each new concept
they learn!




The Eastham campus

By: Daniel L.

Kentwood has added to its campus. Eastham is about % a mile east of the high school. The Eastham campus is
perfect for the science and the art classes. Science class has to have proper ventilation for the labs and

experiments. The art class has a large room to paint, draw, and hang art work. Next year there will be more

improvements to the rooms; they will be larger and more advanced labs will be able to take place.

Geometry
By Joshua K.

Kentwood

High School offers a variety of
math classes. All math classes are
taught by Mrs. Viswnathan. The
class | would like to tell you about
is Geometry. Geometry takes
place in the room that used to be
the sciences lab. It is really cold, so
bring a sweater. Right now we are
being taught about Pythagorean
Theorem, axioms, and postulates.
We use protractors, ruler, text
books, and compasses  for
completing our assignments. Mrs.
Viswnathan is a nice teacher. If
you do the right thing, you won’t
have to worry about anything and
if you need extra help she is
available Thursday after school.
Take advantage of this offer so you
can stay ahead of your classes!

New to the High School

By: Jordon Mitchell

V4
|’V been a student at Kentwood for the

past 5 years, but now it’s my first year at

the High School and | would like to share

my experience SO far with you. The
main thing at the high school is the
sense of responsibility students have. At the lower school, most
of what you need to do is enforced by your home base teacher.
| learned quickly that | need to be responsible for just about
everything from dress code to classes and even my vending
machine choices. Classes and homework are also different;
here we have a different teacher for each subject. We learn
more information in a less period of time. Creative writing,
journalism, and U.S. history are all taught by Ms. Bigos. English 1
is taught by Mr. T, and Spanish is taught by Ms. Dougherty. My
favorite class is Algebra 2 and it is taught by Ms. Viswanathan. |
like Algebra 2 best because | am good at math. So far | have
been enjoying my time at the high school and looking forward to
the rest of the year.




Humanities
By: Ryan F.

There is a new class being offered this year at Kentwood High School. This class is
Humanities taught by Mr. Manriquez. It deals with the study of what makes us human. The
class is taught sixth period in Room 1. The class is primarily based in History but also deals with
topics like: philosophy, art, science, politics, religion etc. The class is currently dealing with
prehistory and the rise of humanity. Other topics covered so far have included Maslow’s
Hierarchy of Needs which deals with the order different human needs need to be satisfied in.
The class is a favorite class of many students due to Mr. Manriquez’s unique approach to
teaching which teaches students critical thinking skills while entertaining them through a
humorous look at humanity that make you think about why things are the way they are.

The class also departs from traditional social science classes by teaching more than just
facts but teaching why humanity has become such a unique species different from other
species. It also deals with the trends and ideas that have permeated our culture and have
occurred throughout our history. These things are overlooked in traditional social science
classes and are issues that our important to learn to become a successful citizen and a well-
rounded human being. The class has been endorsed by people such as Albert Einstein who said
that “Knowledge and skills alone cannot lead humanity to a happy and dignified life. Humanity
has every reason to place the proclaimers of high moral standards and values above the
discoverers of objective truth. What humanity owes to personalities like Buddha, Moses, and
Jesus ranks for me higher than all the achievements of the enquiring and constructive mind?”

High School SGA Begins

By: Brandon R.

At the beginning of the year, Mr. Baier announced that Student Government Association (SGA) positions will
be available. Students that were determined to be a part of SGA, were required to write an essay explaining
why they want to join SGA and what they could do to improve the school. After a few essays were turned in,
Mr. Baier held speeches and elections. Some students had epic speeches! The next day elections were held
and although some votes were invalidated, the elections went on. Mr. Baier announced Brandon R. as the

president, Ericka P. for vice-president, Zachary B. as 12t grade rep, Leland H. as 11% grade rep, Sean S. for
10™" grade rep, Patricio C. as gth grade rep, Diane O. as secretary, and Jacob B. as treasurer. As the
congratulations ended, Mr. Baier explained the SGA duties for the year. SGA has been together for about 3
weeks now, and they have accomplished a discussion on how to raise money for future trips and events in
the school. They are up to ideas for how to go about fundraising. If you would like to suggest an idea, then
please write a letter to your grade representative or the president, Brandon R.




Improvements in the High School
By Jacob Bowers

World History
By: Jacob B.

Students taking World History find it very
interesting. This class is being taught by Ms. Bigos.
The class is 3 and 4™ period in the Pit for two
groups of students. In World History, the students
are currently learning about the Egyptians and other

Over the past year and a half, many
ancient middle-eastern civilizations. All of the

Slles eebine. Gentieen] i iz, students seem to be enjoying the class, and they

iz el st el g el B seem to be doing a great job studying and paying

attention. Soon, the students will be creating their
own civilizations as a project and will be ecstatic

with it. We look forward to more interesting topics

and subjects in World History.

front door, you will notice that the whole
front office has been redesigned. Mrs.
Doricent’s small hole in the wall has been
replaced with a waiting room for parents.
Her office has been moved back into the
hallway in front of Mr. Baier’s office, and English I
the small hallway has also been widened, By: Jacob B.
giving Mrs. Fein a place to work at the
high school! Mr. Baier’s office has been

English Il is a fascinating class, and it is taught by Mr.
Trujillo, who teaches all the English classes at the

remodeled, and now his wall has been high school. At the moment, the 10 graders in

replaced with a real office door. The
worn out floor has been replaced with a
new, better one. If you haven’t been in
the high school in a while, you are bound

English Il are reading and analyzing Animal Farm by
George Orwell. The book was written in the 1940s,
and is an example of communism within the
government that the farm animals established. The

for a surprise next time you come here. students are having a good time in this class as they

The disgusting old booths from the high all are studying and doing very well. Mr. Trujillo also

school’s Davie Junction days are gone, gives the students new vocabulary words every
Monday, and he tests them on the words every

Friday. We are looking forward to more books and

projects in this class.

and have been replaced with a hallway.
Also, the Pit has been completely
remodeled; the curtains are gone, and
the Pit has real walls and windows. Since
science is being held at Eastham, the old
science lab is free for more activities and
classes. Overall, the high school has gone
through some major improvements, and
we look forward to even more over the
next year. Maybe we can even make
some improvements on the outside!




Kentwood

ACROSS
3 The class | made this crossword in
5 What keeps track of your behavior
6 What wakes you up in the morning
8 A form of math involving shapes
9 Half a year of school is known as this

11 The town Kentwood is in

DOWN
1 What happens when you get in trouble
2 What you have to do to your objective
4 A class that teaches you about the past
7 What your parents have to sign every da

10 What you get if you are good



SPANISH I

By: Sean S.

Spanish | is a great class.
¢Sabe lo que enseiia? Yeah,
Spanish! You see, Spanish is
an important language
because lots of people in
America and especially
Florida , speak it. Ms.
Dougherty is the teacher. In
Spanish we’ve learned
greetings like: Hola, Como
esta?, and bien, etc. We also
use Rosetta Stone. If you're
using this program, you ‘d
better bring headphones so
that you get the full effect.
Ms. Dougherty is a great
teacher! | gave her an
interview, and | asked her a
couple of questions.

Sean: Hi, Ms. Dougherty! Is it
okay if | give you a little
interview?

Ms. Dougherty: Sure! |
understand you need it for
Journalism class.

Sean: You don’t look Spanish.
Where do you come from?

Ms. Dougherty: | was born in
France. | came here to the US
when | was 12.

Sean: Do you like it here?

Ms. Dougherty: Yes, very
much!

Sean: Why do you like
Spanish language and
cultures so much?

Ms. Dougherty: | think
Spanish is a beautiful
language, and the culture is
very diverse, and lively.
That’s why I’'m attracted to
it.

Sean: Do you have fun
teaching Spanish?

Ms. Dougherty: Yes!

Sean: Tell me about your
time in France.

Ms. Dougherty: | was young
then, | don’t remember
everything, but it was
beautiful. | lived in the
suburbs of Paris, and visited
there a lot. One thing | loved
is skiing in the Alps.

Sean: Tell me about your
time in Kentwood.

Ms. Dougherty: The students
are all different and fun, and
| love the staff, and it’s a
great experience so far, and |
look forward to continuing
the school year!

Sean: Which Spanish
language do you like best?
Mexican, Latin, or Spain?

Ms. Dougherty: Spain.

Sean: Thanks for the friendly
interview, and I'm sure the
readers will be pleased to
know a lot more about you!



Why Cell Phones Ruin the School Environment

By: Ryan F.
Our society has become reliant on cell phones. What started as a way to communicate in emergencies
on the go has now become a quasi-need that people can’t live without. Though technology does make
life easier there is a time it is appropriate and a time it isn’t. Cell phones can act as a distraction that
disrupts the normal flow of the learning environment. When a cell phone rings, the whole class has to
stop and start again. If a student text messages on a cell phone and gets caught, the class has to stop
and send that student out and then start again. It’s not as simple as just stopping class and throwing the
student out; the distraction the problem causes can make it difficult to get back into the flow of class
and may take up to the rest of class to get students refocused. No matter how long it takes it obviously
detracts from time dedicated to learning. Cell phones can also become a distraction for the individual
who can decide to text message instead of paying attention to class and doing the required work. Cell
phones can also be used as a cheating method by utilizing the camera to take a picture of tests. In
addition, the camera phone can be used to take pictures and videos of students against their will which
can become a potential lawsuit. Considering all of this, the plain and simple fact is that there is no
function of a cell phone that is needed in the school environment. It is obvious that cell phones are
something that should be left at home and not brought to school.

Kentwood has taken proactive measures to control the problems caused by cell phones. At the
beginning of the year every student must sign a cell phone contract stating what happens if you bring a
cell phone to school. Cell phones are to be turned in at the beginning of the day and only retrieved at
dismissal. If a student is caught with a cell phone whether they’re using it or not the cell phone is
confiscated. The first time the cell phone is confiscated, the parent or guardian has to pick it up. The
hope is by making the parent go out of their way to get the cell phone back that this will help make their
child comply. The second time the student gets club. The third time the cell phone gets confiscated
permanently and is sold on EBAY at a price determined by Student Government Association. The parent
has the choice to buy the cell phone back at 50% of this price. Any occurrences after this result in the
same permanent confiscation. These measures are strictly enforced by Kentwood and are effective
measures to eliminate the problems that cell phone use in school brings.
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